
Summer Reading 
“One-Pager” 
Visual Essay 

 
 

A Visual Essay is a visual that uses WORDS, COLOR, and OTHER VISUAL 
REPRESENTATIONS (drawings, magazine cutouts, 3D materials) to make one 
clear overall statement on one page. You will complete your Visual Essay 
independently based on your required summer reading book.  

 
A Visual Essay is more than a writing piece -- it’s making the same points as 
an essay only utilizing visual elements that are important and powerful 
enough to make it different and bring new meaning.  
 
Simply plunking pictures down and copying quotes with little thought to how 
it’s put together and what the images/colors/structure MEANS might 
technically work, but in order for this project to truly be successful, you need 
to think about WHY you are doing what you are doing and how it CONNECTS 
OVERALL. 
 
Think about this - you picked your book. Why? Why did it interest you? Why 
do you care about this issue? When you were reading, what surprised or 
challenged you along the way? Or, even, what changed or shifted your 
thinking about the characters, plot, theme? These surprises, shifts in 
thinking, etc. are the things that create meaning and the things that stick 
with us. 
 
 

 
   



Requirements: 
The one-pager will help you visualize what you are reading and help prepare you for other 
activities that we may complete using this reading assignment.  An abstract noun is a noun 
that is an idea, quality, or state rather than a concrete object. Examples include: life, death, 
justice, love, wealth, equality, etc. 

 
General: 

● Choose an abstract noun and theme that your book represents. Visually represent this 
abstract noun and theme on your pager. 

● Must be on standard sized (8 ½ x 11), unlined paper (any color). 
● Be creative and thoughtful. It is meant to be a challenge to truly represent your experience of 

a book in a small space. Your graphic essay needs to be large enough to be visible from a 
distance, neat, and thorough in content. Make sure the written work clearly explains all the 
connections and symbolism you intend. 

● Your One Pager should use a unifying symbol or symbols. Symbols arise naturally from the 
literature and connect to the themes identified as part of your overall thesis.  Your one pager 
uses color and images in a purposeful way; color can be used symbolically and/or as an 
organizational device. 

● Be prepared to give an oral “tour” (brief presentation) of your One-Pager at the beginning 
of the school year. 

 
Front 

○ Title and author’s name 
○ A clear representation of your abstract noun throughout the whole piece 
○ At least 4 different images (or one full page/continuous image) 
○ At least 3 important/valuable quotations from your book. Include the page number 

where each quote is found. 
○ At least 5 different artistic texts (HAPPY versus happy) that represent the story, or 

adjectives that represent characterization, etc. 
○ At least two 3D elements (incorporate coming off the page in at least two different 

ways) 
○ Intentional use of “white space” (see examples) 
○ Needs to be neatly done and able to be seen from a distance 

 
Back 

○ Include a personal response to what you have read that is NOT a summary of the story. 
This is a thoughtful, insightful response. Think about the message the author is trying 
to get across, how the author uses different types of literary devices (suspense, mood, 
point-of-view, characterization, etc.) to make the story more interesting. What is the 
THEME(s) or MAIN IDEA or MESSAGE?  Interpret, evaluate, comment, recommend 
(or not), etc. This response must be two paragraphs minimum, with specific examples 
from the story. 

 
 

 
   



Evaluation: 
 
The project will be evaluated based on how well you make and support your argument 
about the theme of the book and on how you use design and layout to show the overall 
idea/purpose/theme. Because this assignment can be successful in a variety of ways, I am 
giving more general requirements. You need to show a clear theme/purpose throughout 
that is centered around your abstract noun and main argument, and all of the written and 
visual parts you include should work together in order to show that main idea. 
 
You will receive two grades for the One Pager--an Academic grade (based on skills) and a 
Process grade (based on completion, effort, etc.). 
 
 

Academic 

____ / 20  Theme/purpose that is focused on the essay’s abstract noun is clear and 
easy to identify throughout the one pager 

____ / 10  Visual elements are purposeful, colorful, and unified around the overall 
theme/abstract noun  

____ / 10  You must include relevant quotations (clearly cited) and specific 
references to the text in your graphic essay that clearly support your 
overall abstract noun/theme. 

____ / 20  Oral Tour- your brief presentation includes the main points of the book, 
important quotations, and your overall personal response.  Be sure to use 
eye contact during your presentation and do not just read from the paper. 

____ / 60  TOTAL 

 
Process 

____ / 10  All required visual and written elements are present and show strong 
effort. 

____ / 10  One-pager is neatly done and thoroughly and purposefully fills the space. 

____ / 20  TOTAL 
 


