
January 27th
, 2020 

Dear Parents, 

Winter break is creeping up on us – just three weeks to go.  Fortunately, we have a lot going on during 

these next few weeks so the time is sure to fly by quickly.   

Following is a list of our weekly updates and reminders: 

- This is your last week to work on the biography essay. Following are a few recaps and 

clarifications regarding the essay that’s worth noting: DO NOT hand in the biography 

worksheet that was included in the packet; it’s an organizer to help your child write his/her 

essay.  On the rubric there is a category that will be scored for documenting sources (two are 

required).  That doesn’t mean that your child needs to read two whole books – He/she can 

read an online article or a paragraph from an encyclopedia, etc. I sent a form that is 

appropriate for 2nd
 graders to use and is perfect for introducing the skill of citing sources 

for bibliographies. If you need another copy of this form, let me know and I’ll one home. 

- For the next three weeks, we will be exploring two and three dimensional shapes, lines, angles, and 

triangles as part of our “push in” math.  This is in addition to our Eureka Math.  

Note:  Addition and subtraction properties are part of the 2nd
 grade standards.  The terminology is 

always a little confusing for kids – So, I thought I would include it in this week’s newsletter in 

the event that there’s a teachable moment.  

COMMUTATIVE PROPERTY 

An operation is commutative if the order of the numbers can be changed without changing the answer.  Example:  2 + 

3 = 3 + 2 

ASSOCIATIVE PROPERTY 

An operation is associative if the grouping of the numbers can be changed without changing the answer. 

Example: (4 x 5) x 2 = 4 x (5 x 2) 

- Science - States of Matter – Science is “Snow” much fun!  Last week we used a recipe to make 

snow and worked in pairs to build snowmen.  This week we will use an observation chart to take 

notes and analyze the properties of snow.  We’ll use the biography of Wilson Bentley for 

several of our reading and science learning.  

- Our class celebration for being great classroom citizens will be Friday.  It will include a 

chocolate fountain with yummy treats to dip – This is in connection to our next Roald Dahl 

read aloud, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.  
- Our guest readers are:  Markus Winkler on Monday and Katie Greene on Tuesday. 

- Last week we completed our winter MAP testing.  The scores will be sent home on Monday, 

February 10th
.  

- Looking ahead, our Valentine Party will be Friday, February 14th
.  If your child plans to hand 

out valentines, each child must receive one.  I’ve listed the names so no one gets left out.   

Girls Boys 

Annabelle Amelia Ivy Alec        Bennett      Colton  

Charlotte Gracie Zoe Dakota    Jack           Mason 

Libby Lainey Sam          Sebe           Thatcher  

 

Have a wonderful week! 

Respectfully, 

Mrs. Linda Hall 


