
December 2-6, 2019 
 
 

First of all, please allow me to go back in time a bit.  I need to 
let you know that our Native American shirts, complete with 
Native American pictographs, were courtesy of Carson 
Mouser and her mom, Tara.  Tara visited on Monday, 
November 25th to lead us in this fun and timely project. 
 
Also before our Thanksgiving break . . . we finished up the 
marvelous Charlotte’s Web and watched the animated movie 
from the 1960s, complete with popcorn!  We have done some 
writing and math activities using this classic book, as well.  
We are now beginning another sweet story called The Family 
Under the Bridge, by Natalie Savage Carlson.  This book deals 
with the homeless in the streets of Paris at Christmastime – a 
very heavy subject, but Carlson deals with it in such a caring 
and compassionate way, appropriate for young children (with 
a very happy ending!).  I suspect that we will have some 
important discussions dealing with the fact that many of us 
have so much, while others have so little at this time of year. 
 



We are writing “Then and Now” booklets (practicing the 
writing of informational text), but we’re taking our time!  So 
much other STUFF to keep us busy during the holidays! 
 
We’re feeling a bit cooped up lately, with a more than a little 
cabin fever (but maybe that’s appropriate for our study of 
pioneers – to have “cabin” fever).  The cold, drizzle, and wind 
have kept us inside for recess on many days.  We have truly 
enjoyed the past three days of sunshine and warmer 
temperatures!  I’d like to remind you parents, however, that 
we generally do head outside for recess, even during the cold 
winter months.  Please be sure that your child is prepared 
with appropriately warm outerwear.  Please label hats, 
scarves, and individual mittens or gloves with your child’s 
name – these items are very helpful in keeping us comfortable 
on the playground, but can be very easily misplaced. 
 
We have performed lots of holiday-inspired writing during 
this week’s Language Arts block.  We imagined ourselves as 19 
of Santa’s favorite ELVES, and wrote about what we might 
like to do to help Santa out with his many Christmas chores.  
You can see our little elves “holding” these writing pieces as 
you come down our hallway for “Christmas in Anchorage” 
next Saturday. 
 
The week has also found us decorating our room for the 
holidays.  Though we have continued to read, write, and learn 
helpful math strategies, we have also found some time to get 
creative with holiday crafts.   
 
Next week will find us busily working on our gifts for our 
families.  Don’t try to get information out of your child!  I’ll 
just give you this hint:  Think pioneer Christmas!  
 



We find subtraction so confusing!  Although Eureka’s strategy 
of subtracting “9” by first separating a teen number into “ten 
and some more” has been complicated and challenging, I DO 
see where we are going with this strategy.  Don’t forget to 
begin studying (and, yes, MEMORIZING!) basic addition and 
subtraction facts – and keep it up for the remainder of the 
year! 
 
We will continue to discuss and practice JOY as we focus on 
this “Core Essential” trait throughout the month of December.   
 
Please try to save at least one large, sturdy shopping bag 
WITH HANDLES for all of your child’s holiday things – we 
need those by Friday the 20th.  You’re the greatest!!! 
 
Remember that your child may bring in his/her BOOK gift at 
any time.  Please wrap and label with your child’s name.  
Please try to spend around $15, to keep the gifts fair and 
desirable for all. 
 


