
HOLIDAY HIGHLIGHTS 

Classroom News from December 16-20, 2019 

 

 

 

MONDAY 

We wrote about “Christmas in Anchorage” (or about our weekend) in our 

daily journals.  Eighth graders Evie Smith and Arabella Pudlo came in to read 

a couple of Christmas books to us. 

 

TUESDAY 

We enjoyed a special time of celebration with our “Middle School Buddies.”  

Each First Grader was paired up with an Eighth Grader for some crafts (a 

bit of YOUR Christmas gift, in fact!) and some holiday reading. 

 

WEDNESDAY 

We finished up our gifts for you parents, making our own gift wrap and tags.  

We hope you enjoy your “pioneer Christmas!” 

 



 

THURSDAY 

We managed to get some serious work done, despite this being our last day 

of actual schoolwork for 2019!  Tripp Swisher, one of my favorite Fifth 

Graders, read a story to us on Thursday afternoon. 

 

FRIDAY 

We watched “Polar Express” in the auditorium, wearing our holiday pajamas!  

We returned to the room for a special snack of hot cocoa, and opened our 

gifts of some beautiful books.  Our “party moms” did a wonderful job 

planning a fun party for us.  Many thanks to Claire Albright, Tara Mouser, 

and Stacey Dickens for organizing and orchestrating this fun time for us. 

 

Mrs. Martin and I would like to thank you for all of our thoughtful holiday 

gifts, and wish a very MERRY CHRISTMAS to all and a wonderful NEW 

YEAR ahead for everyone! 

 

Coming up in January: 

MAP Testing: 

 Reading on January 14th 

 Reading Fluency on Janaury 16th 

 Math on January 22nd 

***Please remember that your child cannot really “study” for these tests.  Be sure that he/she has a good 

night’s sleep the night before, and a good, healthy breakfast the morning of.  Also remember that the 

“Reading” portion of the test does not actually measure decoding ability.  The passages and questions are READ 

TO your child through headphones.  The children answer questions about comprehension, grammar, punctuation, 

spelling, etc.  No actual READING required for this.  “FLUENCY,” however, is actually READING!   



 

No more homework will be due until 

January 17, 2020!  We will REVIEW our 

spelling patterns that first week in 

January, so there are no spelling words to 

study . . . unless you want to practice all 

“short vowel” words, including digraphs 

and blends, along with “a_e” and “i_e” 

words.  The first assignment for 2020 will 

come home on Friday, the 10th, due the 

following week.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


