
Class News from Mrs. Hunter 

September 9 – 13, 2019 

 
We are PARENTS!  We have five “habitats” full of baby ladybug larvae.  

We hope that you were able to see and “visit” with your brand new 

grandchildren  at our Open House on Wednesday night.  If you 

missed out, please stop by soon.  These little critters grow up quickly!  

We will spend the next couple of weeks raising and observing them as 

they go through their metamorphosis.  Our ladybugs are “Pink Spotted 

Ladybugs,” so they will never become round and red.  Still, it’s a very 

interesting process to make daily observations about their growth and 

changes. 

 

BOOMER emerged from HER  chrysalis on Wednesday morning.  Yep, 

HER!  We kept her around for “Show and Tell” at Wednesday evening’s 

Open House, and released her yesterday morning.  Although we were 

sad to say good-bye, we know she is well on her way to Mexico for the 

winter.   

 

We truly enjoyed having lunch with our “grand” guests on Monday.  I 

would like to remind you that grandparents may visit for lunch on ANY 

day!  We love to have them! 



 

We also enjoyed pizza on Tuesday!  We avoided a very late 12:45 lunch 

time (due to the celebration of Grandparents’ Day by older grades) by 

eating pizza in our classroom.  Thanks to Mandy Bateman for providing 

the pizza for us and for delivering it right to our room!  Thanks, also to 

Mrs. Martin, who provided cookies for all!  Due to my own shoddy 

miscalculations, I’m not sure every child got as much pizza as he/she 

would have liked, but peanut butter and crackers were provided in 

order to be sure that everyone felt full for afternoon work. 

 

We enjoyed TWO “Mystery Readers” this week!  Mr. Jim Martin 

(husband of Cary) read to us on Tuesday, and Oscar’s mom visited on 

Wednesday.  The children LOVE having “mystery readers” come in for 

a few minutes of reading time.  Thanks for your involvement! 

 

We survived our first round of MAPS testing on Wednesday.  It was a 

new experience for us this year, as we took the test on iPads.  All went 

well despite my anxiety associated with the change in technology.  

Please don’t forget that we will do MAPS testing in MATH next 

Wednesday morning.  Again, a good night’s sleep and a healthy 

breakfast are the only preparation you can really provide for your child 

at this point. 

 

We have been working toward discovering “mystery numbers” in math!  

(Translation:  In addition to finding SUMS, we can also provide 

MISSING ADDENDS in number sentences “within ten.”  An example 

would be 3+__=9.) 



 

Coming up: 

*School Pictures (both class group and individual) on October 1st 

*Fall Break from October 4th to October 13th 

*Our first field trip of the year – to Farnsley-Moremen Landing/Riverside 

Plantation – on October 16th . . . look for information to come home soon! 

*I plan to begin parent-teacher conferences soon after Fall Break. 

 

In case you’re wondering . . .  

 “Why do I see so many math papers/worksheets coming home, and 

much less work representing reading, spelling, science, and social 

studies?”   

I can try to help you out there!  Reading simply doesn’t produce much 

to send home to parents.  We just READ!  Spelling papers are sent 

home regularly, but I’m not a very big fan of the worksheets that 

correspond to our “Journeys” curriculum.  We spend more time with 

phonemic awareness activities and with “Building Words” using the 

phonetic pattern we happen to be studying in a given week.  Science and 

social studies lessons tend to be much more “hands on,” or include 

related and enriching books and videos about pertinent subjects.  From 

time to time, we WRITE in these subjects (as is the case with our 

current “Ladybug Logs”).  We write in our daily journals, of course, 

unless we spend time doing other writing (again, such as “Ladybug 

Logs”) on a certain day.  However, this writing generally remains here 

at school.  Therefore, MATH lessons produce the most paperwork – 

especially since we teachers have been instructed to deliver EUREKA 

math “with fidelity” throughout this first year of implementation.  

Please know, however, that for every worksheet we complete, we have 



spent time with oral fluency exercises and new “concept” lessons.  We 

play math games (though, to my disappointment, not as many as we did 

in the past with “Everyday Math”!) and work with manipulative 

materials.  The worksheets are merely very quick “check-ups” to see 

what children have learned and/or retained.  I personally believe in 

giving as much info as possible to parents.  Therefore, I try to check 

all papers and send them home.  It often appears to be overload, even 

to me.  But I can assure you that these worksheets actually comprise 

only a small bit of our worktime each day. 

I hope this makes sense!    

I would also like to stress that I read all directions to the children, 

and even (most of the time) MODEL what the children are to do.  

Sometimes we will even complete an entire paper TOGETHER just 

before each child completes the paper individually!  Never assume or 

believe that a child botches an assignment just because he/she couldn’t 

read the directions!  That’s never the case.  We make certain that each 

child hears and (we hope!) understands what is to be done in order to 

complete a worksheet or assignment successfully.     

 

 

  


