
 

 

Welcome to Middle School! 

The 2019-2020 school year will be one of the most exciting years 

in your school career. You are now part of the Middle School 

community. 

For your summer reading, a copy of the novel Tuck Everlasting by 

Natalie Babbitt has been enclosed with your Anchorage packet. You will 

need to bring this with you on the first day of classes. This will be 

one of the first things we look at in our reading section.  

The second book you will read this summer is A Long Walk to 

Water by Newbery Medalist winner Linda Sue Park.  It is available 

from the local library or may be purchased at any bookstore.   

Both readings contain some rather complex ideas for discussion, 

and you will find attached questions for response.  These will also be 

contained on Google Classroom where you can join the “6th Grade 

Summer Reading” page with the code 8hypxq. (Students only please!) 

You may choose to record your answers on the pages provided or you 

can simply copy the document and answer the questions in Google 

Classroom. Be sure to “turn in” or submit your responses! One of our 

standards asks us to compare the reading of a story to the viewing of 

it.  So please hold off on trying to watch the movie for this. ☺  

Your 6th grade Language Arts teachers look forward to meeting 

you in August.  Have a safe and fun summer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuck Everlasting by: Natalie Babbit 

Chapters 1-9 

1.  Why is Winnie discontent at the beginning of the story?  

 

2.  Why doesn’t Jessie want Winnie to drink from the spring? 

 

3.  What does Mae mean when she says, “The worst is happening at last.” (p. 30) 

 

4.  What makes this story part of the fantasy genre? 

 

 

Chapters 10-19 

 

1.   How do the Tucks show kindness to Winnie? 

 

2.  What is the motive of the man in the yellow suit? 
 
3. Why has living forever not always been fun for the Tucks? 

 

4. Why does Tuck say he and his family are “like rocks beside the road”? 

 

 

Chapters 20 - Epilogue 

 

1.  Why is Tuck distressed about Mae being hung on the gallows? 

 

 

2. Why does Tuck say “Good girl” when he sees that Winnie is dead? 

 

 

3.  How are wheels an important symbol in this story?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Long Walk to Water by: Linda Sue Park 

 

Chapter 1 

Why does the author use different styles of print and different time periods in 

the same chapter? 

 

What are you wondering as this chapter ends? 

 

Chapter 2 

How does Nya spend her time? 

 

Chapter 3 

What is the history between the Nuers and the Dinka tribes? 

 

Why couldn’t the old woman take Salva with her? 

 

Chapter 5 

Explain how water dictates Nya’s life every day? 

 

How was the honey “worth it” for Salva and the others in his group? What was the 

cost? 

 

Chapter 7 

What is wrong with Akeer? What are her symptoms? What is the choice facing the 

family?  

 

 

Chapter 11 

What will it mean if water is not found in the land between the trees? 

 

What does the orange scarf mean to Salva? 

 

Chapter 12 

What does Salva do to survive? 

 

Chapter 17 

Why does Nya ask if the girls can go to school too? 

 

What would make people donate money to Salva? 

 

Chapter 18 

“Why would a Dinka bring water to us?” How would you answer Nya’s question? 


